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EMALINE BURNS'S HOUSE sits atop a 
hill in Wimberley, Texas. As you drive into 
Wimberley, you can see forest for miles 
around. Houses perch here and there. Soon 
you start going down a hill and come to the 
quiet, peaceful Blanco River. Before the 2015 
flood, the river was a beautiful place with big 
cypress trees along the edges. 

But the flood had a way of changing things. 
The swift water washed away houses and 
uprooted big trees, leaving some trees bent 
over with the bark stripped off. Locals say 
the water rose to 40 feet in some places, and 
some people had almost 10 feet of water in 
their houses. 

The top of the hill where Emaline's house 
sits is about 30 feet from the river. The river 
started rising at about 9:00 p.m. on May 23, 
2015. Emaline went to bed, not thinking that 
the water would come into her house. 
After all, it had never risen that high 
before.

Around 11:00, Emaline awoke to 
her daughter's frantic cry that the wa-
ter was at their door. The next thing 
Emaline knew, they were standing in 
swirling water. Quickly they grabbed 
computers, purses, medications, and 
clothing and headed upstairs. 

From the top step, Emaline watched 
as the water covered one step and then 
another until it reached the sixth step. 
She listened as things fell and broke, 
and watched as her possessions floated 
in the water. Finally about 3:00 a.m., 
when everything was quiet, Emaline 
laid down to sleep in her damp clothes.

The next morning as the water 
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Emaline receives a comforter at the dedication 
for her restored home.

started to recede, rescue workers came 
and helped evacuate Emaline and her 
daughter. 

Emaline used to do crafts, crocheting, 
sewing, and stamping and had a small 
store in her house. But the water took 
her source of income, including sergers 
and expensive sewing machines. She also 
lost sentimental things that dated back 
to the 1930s. 

When DRS staff came to Wimber-
ley, they looked at Emaline’s damaged 
house and decided to help her. Volun-
teers repaired the interior of her house 
and reshingled her roof. Emaline and her 
daughter are happy to be in their house 
again. 

AS A RESULT of the 2015 Memorial 
Day flood in San Marcos, Texas, Samuel 
Baker lost practically everything in his 
home. Disaster Response Services was 
remodeling Samuel’s house, with only 
one week of work remaining, when 
they received word of Samuel’s pass-
ing on Easter morning. His death came 
as a shock to staff who had interacted 
with him, since he had appeared to be 
a healthy 58-year-old man. The cause of 
his death is uncertain, but it’s presumed 
that a heart attack took his life.

About a week before his death Sam-
uel wrote, “Once again I can’t begin to 
express my gratitude to all the volun-
teers. I pray every night that God would 
bless you all in a special way.”

Thank you, volunteers and support-
ers, for giving hope to Samuel in his 
last days!

DRS Brings Hope 
in Homeowner,s Final Days
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DRS projects 2015/2016

Mayflower, Arkansas—Tornado
Project dates: Jan. 2016—Mar. 2016
Number of volunteers: 264
Hours worked: 14,688 | Projects completed: 25

San Marcos, Texas—Flooding
Project dates: Nov. 2015—Apr. 2016
Number of volunteers: 364
Hours worked: 15,937 | Projects completed: 41

Louisville, Mississippi—Tornado
Project dates: Jan. 2016—Mar. 2016
Number of volunteers: 175
Hours worked: 9,533 | Projects completed: 15

Summerville, South Carolina—
Flooding
Project dates: Jan. 2016—Apr. 2016
Number of volunteers: 259
Hours worked: 9,251 | Projects completed: 23

Would you like to help 
disaster survivors rebuild their lives?
CAM’s Disaster Response Services provides free labor to help rebuild in disaster 
areas all over the United States. Funds are needed to cover operating costs and 
to provide building materials for those who are not able to afford them. If you 
would like to help devastated families put their homes and lives back together, 
see the enclosed response coupon. Note Disaster Response Services to give a 
one-time donation. Note Calm-the-Storm to provide support on a monthly 
basis. Sponsorships provide a dependable monthly income and foundation of 
support that enables us to plan ahead.
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Louisville, Mississippi—Tornado
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CAM has 21 Rapid Response teams scattered throughout the United States that are prepared to respond rapidly to disasters. These teams 
are on call to investigate damages within 24 hours of a disaster and to coordinate volunteers to start cleanup within 48 hours. For a complete 
list of Rapid Response teams, see the back of the enclosed response coupon. 
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A FLOOD SWEPT through Summerville, South Carolina, in 
October 2015, saturating everything in its reach. More than 10 
dams in the area broke, unleashing waters that raged through the 
countryside and nearby towns. Roads were severely damaged or 
partially washed out. More than 150,000 homes were damaged. 

Rapid Response work—opportunities to 
show the love of Christ
Our Rapid Response teams quickly responded to the situation, 
helping families with cleanup. During their work in Summerville 
and the surrounding area, they had plenty of unique opportuni-
ties to show compassion and love to people who lost so much 
in the flood. As in most disasters, many people’s hearts were 
softened and their minds turned toward God. This is a perfect 
opportunity for Christians to touch lives. 

Rapid Response team members had the chance to interact with 
Ian and his son Brayden. This family had been splashed all over 
the news because Ian’s wife Christi, along with their 15-month-
old baby, had been airlifted off the roof of a neighboring home 
during the fury of the flood. Their rented home was deemed 
unsafe to live in and so, with nowhere else to go, they moved 
into a motel. Their only vehicle had floated over into a neighbor’s 
lawn and was ruined. Team members linked arms with Ian and 
Brayden and prayed, asking God to work out the details of their 
future for His glory.

Another man whom the team visited began pouring his heart 
out, confessing that he had not treated others the way he should 
have on the night of the evacuation. The team prayed with him 
and encouraged him to forgive himself and go on.

A few of the team members also stopped by a house in Huger, 
South Carolina, to survey the damage. Walking through the 
house, they found most of the ceiling hanging down, revealing 
saturated roof insulation. Further investigation revealed mold 
growing on walls and badly rotting floors with boards nailed 
across to walk on. Before leaving, they gave the homeowner a 
copy of 101 Favorite Stories from the Bible, a ray of light in the 
middle of a very difficult situation. The woman promised to read 
it to her boyfriend whom she said is illiterate. 

cleaning up and encouraging
South Carolina Flooding— Rapid Response—a bridge between cleanup 

and long-term recovery
A few months after the flooding, a Disaster Response Services 
(DRS) base was set up in Summerville. From January to April 
DRS staff and volunteers repaired 23 houses. 

Summerville Flooding Facts
• More than 150,000 houses damaged
• 68 properties cleaned up by

Rapid Response
• 23 houses repaired by DRS staff and

volunteers. 

A Rapid Response volunteer cleans up a flood-damaged house in South Carolina.

Louisville, Mississippi—Tornado
Project dates: Jan. 2016—Mar. 2016
Number of volunteers: 175
Hours worked: 9,533 | Projects completed: 15



Rapid Response
Local Team updates
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Florida Team #21 
THE FLORIDA TEAM would like to thank every-
one who responded to the needs posted in our last 
update. We were blessed to receive the needed gen-
erator and tools.

We are still working toward our goal of building a 
shelter for our Rapid Response trailers. If you would 
like to help provide building supplies, contact John 
Gingerich at 941-320-4433.
To provide funds to help cover the cost of this proj-

ect, please mark Florida Team #21 on the enclosed 
response coupon.  

Pennsylvania Team #9
Report on White Horse, Pennsylvania, tornado 

ON FEBRUARY 24, more than a hundred Amish 
youth were gathered at a barn in Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, for a benefit auction. The auction was 
well under way when the National Weather Service 
sent out a tornado warning for that area. Several 
people received notice and were contemplating how 
to alert the crowd, when suddenly the barn walls 
shook and the roof lifted before setting back down. 
Within seconds, the tornado was over.

When the EF-2 tornado hit the barn, it had al-
ready been on the ground for several miles, ripping 
off roofs, twisting trees, and demolishing chicken 
houses and barns along its path. Everyone inside the 
barn was left unharmed, but only several hundred 
feet from where the auction was held, the tornado 
picked up an Amish schoolhouse and scattered its 
contents across the hillsides. School papers were 
found several miles away from the site.

The Pennsylvania Rapid Response team started 
cleanup the next morning. With the help of vol-
unteers working under Rapid Response and other 
organizations, much of the 8 million dollars’ worth 
of damage was quickly taken care of. The recovery 

—continued on page 6
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Recent Rapid Response projects
Project Volunteers Jobs

1. Fulton, AR—tornado (Sept. 19) 45 1

2. California (Butte)—fire (Oct. 10-31) 55 6

3. Summerville, SC—flood (Oct. 7-22) 244 68

4. Smithville, TX—fire (Oct. 28-29) 20 3

5. Martindale, TX—flood (Nov. 2-14) 24 12

6. Okarche, OK—ice storm (Dec. 4-18) 54 64

7. Lutts, TN—tornado (Dec. 24-31) 23 4

8. Walnut, MS—tornado (Dec. 26) 10 3

9. Rowlett, TX—tornado (Dec.  28-30) 15 3

10. Elba, AL—flood (Dec. 29-30) 26 1

11. Nashville, AR—wind (Dec. 29) 27 1

12. Omaha, TX—fire (Dec. 30) 204 19

13. Summertown, TN—tornado (Jan. 1-5) 66 4

14. Pacific, MO—flood (Jan. 4-14) 193 27

15. Wildwood, NJ—flood (Jan. 30-Feb. 3) 69 9

16. Sapps, AL—tornado (Feb. 5-6) 22 7

17. Stanley, VA—fire (Feb. 10) 20 12

18. Century, FL—tornado (Feb. 16-18) 17 10

19. Pensacola, FL—tornado (Feb. 24-26) 6 1

20. White Horse, PA—tornado (Feb. 26-Mar 2) 50 22

21. Appomatox, VA—tornado (Feb. 26-Mar. 7) 159 24

22. McGehee, AR—flood (Mar. 21-30) 69 36

23. Oil City, LA—flood (Mar. 31-Apr. 2) 26 9

24 Columbus, TX—flood (Apr. 23-27) 18 4
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To send a donation, please use the enclosed response 

coupon or mail your donation to the address at left. 

Contributions are tax-deductible and are used as specified.

Christian Aid Ministries
P.O. Box 360; Berlin, OH 44610
Phone: 330-893-2428

6

Recent Rapid Response projects

Would you like to help
support the work of Rapid Response Services?
If you would like to help with the cost of operations and equipment 
needed to help clean up in devastated communities in the United 
States, please note Rapid Response General Fund on the enclosed 
response coupon. This fund helps cover most of the costs of the 
Rapid Response Services program. 

Some expenses need to be paid from a Rapid Response team’s 
self-funded account. These expenses may include things like office 
supplies and some fuel costs. If you would like to contribute to a 
specific Rapid Response team, please specify the team you wish to 
support on the response coupon.

Rapid Response 
seaRch and 
Rescue

IMAGINE A PERSON lost in the woods with hope fading: 
A cry for help escapes his lips, but the only thing he hears is the 
echo of his voice ringing through the forest, bouncing off rocks in 
the darkness. He is cold, lonely, hungry, and scared. He has been 
in this condition for hours and knows if help doesn’t arrive soon, 
his call for help will become weaker and may never be heard. He 
doesn’t know there are people looking for him, tirelessly praying 
that the lost may be found. What was that? Did someone call his 
name? Are they going to find him before it’s too late?

Vision for Search and Rescue 
1. As we continue looking for opportunities in our homeland 
to show our neighbors who God is, we saw a need to help find 
those who are lost or missing. Our vision is to have a Search and 
Rescue team trained and ready to respond within hours, and 
to work effectively and efficiently in restoring missing persons 
to their families. Our goal is to be the link between the missing 
person and the EMS/law enforcement officials and assist local 
emergency agencies in a crisis. We want to focus on these three 
situations:

a. Local lost/missing person incidents
b. Natural disaster victims
c. International disasters (i.e. Haiti earthquake) 

2. Cursed by sin and living in an imperfect world, many people are 
spiritually lost. Spiritually, our calling is to help souls find refuge 
in Christ. As the sun sets and darkness approaches, the outlook 
is bleak. Just as the lost soul is about to lose hope, there comes a 
light, something he hasn’t seen in years or maybe all his life, and 
he finds Jesus. Jesus takes him in, cleans his wounds, gives him 
a new heart and gives him strength. Though the darkness is still 
around him, there is now a light within that shines into eternity.

Is it also our calling to help people who are physically lost to 
find home, where there is rest and a shelter from the cold, wind, 
and rain? Through the physical, we can portray the spiritual and 
point the lost to Jesus.

We hope to have the first Search and Rescue team trained 
and ready to respond by June of this year. This team is based 

New! in Ohio. Five other Rapid Response Teams (South Arkansas, 
Florida, Illinois, Tennessee, and Virginia) are planning to start 
Search and Rescue teams in the near future. If you are interested 
in becoming involved with the program, please contact us at 
330.893.4820.

If you wish to help with Search and Rescue startup costs, 
please note Search and Rescue on the enclosed response cou-
pon. Equipment we need includes a mobile command trailer, 
communication system, and a boat with SONAR. 

speed was astounding to everyone. The testimony of the 
community teamwork even got the attention of Congress-
men in session in Washington, DC!

I was tremendously blessed to witness first hand how 
the Amish community came together to assist everyone 
in need. The power of God was mentioned repeatedly 
as we gathered at the contractor meetings each evening. 
Frequent testimonies were shared of how God displayed 
His hand in arranging the details of the day. Equipment 
needs, specialized labor, and even simple cleaning supplies 
were miraculously available, all arranged in a timely way 
by the Orchestrator of our lives. God bless all of you for 
your prayers and contributions that made a testimony like 
this possible. 

—Jonathan Snyder for the Pennsylvania Rapid Response team

—continued from page 4 
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Pennsylvania Team #9
Report on White Horse, Pennsylvania, tornado

—Andre Weaver, Rapid Response Assistant Director


