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Small business owners in Africa have limited opportuni-
ties to grow their businesses using traditional banking 

systems. Loans are difficult to obtain and interest rates are 
as high as 20 percent. Banks charge high service fees on 
savings and checking accounts. 

Saverina from Tanzania, Africa, faced this difficult reality. 
The fees to withdraw from her saving account were so high 
they were eating into the profits from her tailor shop.

SALT program helps Tanzanian family

“The SALT program 
changed my life”.

Saverina, her husband, 
and their two children live 
in a modest mud brick 
house. Every morning after 
her household chores are fin-
ished, she heads to her small, 
one-room tailor shop where she makes 
clothing to sell.

Saverina joined the SALT program in 
2018 when it was introduced in her com-
munity. “The SALT program has changed 
my life,” she said. “In the past, I saved my 
money [with traditional banking] and the 
service fee was very high. When the SALT program came, 
I saw it would be best to save my money [in the savings 
group].”

Saverina continues, “The SALT lessons and teachings 
have helped me spiritually. I learn how to live well with my 
family. The lesson on forgiveness has been a great help to 
me because in our families we are going through so many 
challenges . . . This lesson of forgiveness teaches us to for-
give each other so that we can live well.”

Recently, Saverina expanded her sewing business. Using 
her savings and bor-
rowing from her SALT 
group’s collective 
savings, she moved 
her tailor shop into a 
larger room. “I am in a 

big room with beautiful looks, and more products on hand 
so my progress is not bad,” she says. Having space to dis-
play the clothing she sells helps increase her business.

Saverina expressed her gratitude for the teaching she 
gets at the savings group meetings. “I am doing well . . .” 
she said. 

Please continue praying for families in Tanzania 
and elsewhere across the globe who are reached  
by the SALT program.Saverina works on a project 

in her tailor shop.



If you wish to discontinue receiving the SALT  
Microfinance Solutions newsletter, call 330.893.2428 or 
see the enclosed response coupon to unsubscribe.

Biblical lessons from the SALT manuals are pen-
etrating many remote areas of the world. God 

is using these lessons to shine the Gospel into the 
most unlikely places on earth. It shines from pov-
erty-stricken countries unfriendly to the Gospel to 
the sandy deserts of Africa, and from the hill country 
where Jesus walked to the voodoo communities of 
Haiti. Even in the war-torn towns of Ukraine, these 
Biblical truths continue shining despite missiles 
flying overhead.

Cambodia, a land gripped by the fear of dark 
demonic practices, is one of the countries where 
the SALT program is penetrating the hearts and lives 
of its members. Mum from northern Cambodia has 
been part of a SALT Savings Group for nearly six years. 

Like many women across Asia and Africa, Mum has a 
small business to supplement her husband’s income. 
She buys unfinished furniture, sands and stains it, and 
resells it in her store. One piece of furniture with intri-
cate carvings can take several days to sand and stain. 
In her store, she also sells new and used clothing.

Shining the Gospel  
into the darkness

When asked how the SALT teachings have helped 
her in business, Mum replied, “I’ve learned how to 
track my finances. Before, I didn’t really know how 
much I could afford to spend each day. If I had money 
at home, it usually just somehow disappeared. I also 
didn’t know how much I actually needed to make 
each day in order to care for our family. Now I know 
how much furniture I should be able to sell each 
month and I set a budget for how much I can spend 
on daily necessities. Now, whenever I sell a large 
piece of furniture I know exactly where the money 
needs to go before it ‘disappears.’ ” 

Across the street from Mum’s store is a fortune-
teller’s hut. When asked what goes on there, she 
replied, “You definitely don’t want to go there. It’s 
a bad place. You Christians don’t want to have any-
thing to do with that place.”

Even though Mum is not a Christian, the truth of 
the Biblical lessons is slowly changing her worldview. 
Our prayer is that Mum and many others will choose 
to follow Jesus with their whole heart and life. 

Mum with her 2-year-old daughter 
in her furniture store.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP?
See the enclosed response coupon to give a one-time 
donation or start a monthly sponsorship.
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National facilitators are the hands and feet of 
the SALT program. We are especially thankful 

for their effort in teaching the program members.
Ashish* from South Asia is our featured facilitator 

this month. He is single and has one younger sister. 
One of the most fulfilling parts of the SALT pro-

gram for Ashish is to share his faith with others. He 
worked as a school teacher before the coronavirus 
pandemic hit. Since joining the SALT program, he 
has more opportunities to share his faith.

“The [SALT] program is needed here because 
there is lots of poverty,” says Ashish. “Day laborers 
are earning only $2.50 a day. They are spending all 
of it. SALT is a good platform to provide them with 
good knowledge and help them save some money.”

*Name changed to protect identity 

• Pray for the South Asian SALT members
• Pray for the  U.S.-based SALT management team
• Pray for the South Asian facilitators’ safety
• Pray for God’s kingdom in South Asia

Ashish has several prayer requests:

SALT facilitator 
SPOTLIGHT

SAVINGS GROUPS STATISTICS WORLDWIDE
Jan. 2022 -  
Nov. 2022

Jan. 2021 - 
Nov. 2021

Avg. savings per week per member $2.50 $2.42

Avg. loan size from group savings $169.94 $168.62

Meeting attendance 82.11% 79.90%

MICROLOAN PROGRAM STATISTICS WORLDWIDE
Jan. 2022 -  
Nov. 2022

Jan. 2021 - 
Nov. 2021

Avg. loan size $193.28 $226.33

Repayment rate 99.97% 99.99%

Meeting attendance 83.79% 84.40%

Dollar amounts listed are in USD. A few members may be in multiple SALT 
programs, so the total does not equal the sum of individual programs. 

AT A GLANCE
78,603 SALT 
members worldwide

20 countries with 
SALT programs
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WHERE THE SALT PROGRAM OPERATES
Bangladesh
Cambodia
Dominican Republic
Ghana
Haiti

Honduras
Myanmar
Namibia
Nicaragua
Niger

Nigeria
South Africa
South Sudan
Tanzania
Uganda

Ukraine 
United States

In addition to the countries listed here, SALT operates in four closed and 
restricted countries.

SPOTLIGHT | SAVINGS GROUPS IN TANZANIA

Average savings per week per member $1.15

Average loan size $61.65

Meeting Attendance 79.60%

MICROFINANCE DASHBOARD
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The Apostle Paul, writing to the wealthy church 
at Corinth, encouraged them to share their 

material resources. “For I mean not that other men 
be eased, and ye burdened,” he told them. “But . 
. . that now at this time your abundance may be a 
supply for their want, that their abundance also may 
be a supply for your want: that there may be equal-
ity” (2 Corinthians 8:13-14). He was acknowledging 
that wealthy believers in Corinth and those living 
in material poverty had different needs. And Paul 
was suggesting that if the Corinthian church would 
share, both needs could be met.

Tremendous needs still persist in our world, and 
at times the amount of chronic poverty is mind- 
boggling. But I have 
also been blessed by 
the great generosity of 
our supporters which 
allows SALT to con-
tinue bringing teach-
ing and hope to many 
around the world. 
Thank you for your continued support!

As we begin another year, I want to address a ques-
tion I frequently hear: “What else can we be doing 
to help the chronic poor?” Our knowledge of world 
conditions has increased and with it a correspond-
ing desire to provide lasting transformation. We 
want to do more than just provide people with a 
meal. We want to see people who have struggled 
under chronic poverty for generations find ways to 
produce their own sustainable sources of food and 

microfinance  
s o l u t i o n s

Monthly sponsorships help us decide:
• How many countries should we take on?
• How many more people can we help?
• How far should the SALT program expand?

Partnering with the poor
By Gary Miller, SALT Microfinance director

income. So how can we as supporters better help 
SALT reach out to more who are struggling to pro-
vide for their families? One of the best ways is by 
committing to long-term partnership through a 
monthly sponsorship.*

When determining whether or not to expand into 
a new area, one of the important reference points 
SALT looks at is its financial support. Expanding 
means training and hiring new indigenous staff, and 
we do not want to start a program and then close it 
down a few years later due to reduced funding. So 
when we want to measure our long-term support, 
we look at our monthly sponsorships. Sponsorships 
are like a planning gauge. They tell us how many 

donors are committed 
to partnering with us 
over time. The more 
monthly sponsorships, 
the further we feel 
comfortable expand-
ing. We really appreci-
ate the many one-time 

donations we receive. In fact, we couldn’t survive 
without them. But when considering whether or not 
to expand into another country in need of Biblical 
teaching, it is monthly sponsorships that we con-
sider first. A special thanks to those of you who are 
able to donate every month. Your donations are 
invaluable as we prayerfully determine how far to 
expand the SALT program!

* If for any reason you wish to discontinue your monthly sponsorship, 
you are not obligated to continue.


